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MLTAWA Hilde Dixon Award

For Outstanding Contribution to Languages Education
Background
Hilde Dixon was a wonderfully talented and compassionate teacher who had a passion for languages education and a commitment to social justice.  Hilde was a gifted linguist, and spoke Flemish (her mother tongue), French, German, Italian and Russian, as well as English, which we often forget was a foreign language for her.  Hilde also studied Latin, Greek and Serbo-Croatian.  

As a teacher, Hilde always ensured there was a strong focus on pastoral care, sharing her intelligence, knowledge and ironic sense of humour with her students.  Hilde was committed to making a positive difference in everything she did and it was her personal warmth and concern for every student in her care which shone through
Hilde was an outstanding leader of languages education.  She worked as a curriculum writer at the Schools of Isolated and Distance Education where she developed courses in French for students in Years 10-12.  She was appointed as the chief examiner for French and spent the last years of her work in education at Applecross SHS teaching languages.  Hilde served as a member of the MLTAWA executive for many years both as secretary and as a committee member.

Hilde passed away in September 2005, after a battle with cancer.
The award

The MLTAWA Hilde Dixon Award reflects the values exemplified by Hilde during her teaching career and it was first presented in 2006. The award recognises and congratulates excellence in the teaching of languages and a commitment to language education through involvement in language professional associations in Western Australia. It is also designed to increase the status of the language teaching profession.  The award is presented annually. In 2009 the amount of $500 will accompany the award. 
The process

Nomination 

Principals, teachers, colleagues, community members and professional associations may nominate a suitable person.  

The nominee must have a minimum of 3 years continuous membership of MLTAWA at the time of the application.

The nomination must address the selection criteria (listed below) and should not exceed three A4 pages.
The cover page should be attached and signed by two nominating people, one of whom must be a current member of MLTAWA.  The names of two referees and their current contact details must also be provided.
Selection Criteria (To be completed by those nominating.)
The recipient of the Hilde Dixon Award will demonstrate: 
· a commitment to excellence in the teaching and learning of languages; 

· a commitment to the welfare and inclusion of all students;

· a commitment to the profession demonstrated by a significant contribution to a professional association and /or through significant support of other teachers through e.g. teacher development, PD delivery, district or regional networks, involvement in other organisations with a language interest.

Nominations are due: Wednesday 28 October, 2009.
Completed nomination forms must be sent to:

The President 

MLTAWA

PO Box 605

Subiaco, WA 6904

Applications may also be emailed in PDF so as to include signatures to: mrfink@iinet.net.au
Selection: Stage 1
Nominees are contacted by the President and invited to submit a Professional Background Information Form 
Selection: Stage 2
The MLTAWA Hilde Dixon Award selection panel meets and selects the finalists from whom a winner will be decided. The selection panel is comprised of four MLTAWA committee members, one of whom is the President, who will appraise each application against the selection criteria. 

The decision of the selection panel will be final.  A maximum of one award will be made each year.
Teachers can be re-nominated in subsequent years if unsuccessful and /or be nominated by another person or organisation.
Presentation
All finalists will be invited, to be a guest of MLTAWA, at the MLTAWA AGM, where the winner will be announced.
Please consider nominating someone for this award to recognise their contribution to languages education in Western Australia and also to honour the memory of Hilde Dixon. 
Fulvia Valvasori
President MLTAWA

Vice President WAATI
Exchange Coordinator WAATI
Head of Language Department PCC
PO Box 2150 Warwick WA 6024
Mob: 0403 288 664
Tel: + 61 8 9243 6535
Fax:+ 61 8 9243 4140
Email: mrfink@iinet.net.au
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